
6.27.07: Rodriguez: $25 million for NADBank in Interior Appropriations bill to pass U.S. House today

(Washington, D.C.) - The U.S. House of   Representatives is expected to pass today a funding
bill that includes $25   million in funds for the U.S.-Mexico Border Program which is
administered by the   North American Development Bank (NADBank) and Border Environmental
Cooperative   Commission (BECC).  Congressman Rodriguez worked with House
Appropriations   Interior Subcommittee Chairman, Norman Dicks (WA-6), to increase the
funding   allocated by the Appropriations Committee for the U.S.-Mexico Border Program   from
$10 million to $25 million.    Congressman Rodriguez: &quot;As the only Texas border area
member currently serving on   the House Appropriations Committee, increasing funding for
NADBank has been a   top priority for me.  The environmental infrastructure work NADBank
does through   the U.S.-Mexico Border Program is critical to border communities throughout my 
 district and the rest of the U.S.-Mexico border.  One thing that has been clear   as I have
traveled throughout this Southwest Texas border district is that   border communities are in
much need and we need to be doing more to help them   address their needs and invest in their
infrastructure. That is why I worked   hard to educate my colleagues on the Appropriations
Committee about this program   and to secure additional funds to ensure that NADBank can
continue to do good   work.&quot;    

  Chairman of the Interior Appropriations   Subcommittee Norman Dicks: &quot;As a
distinguished member of the Appropriations Committee,   Congressman Rodriguez provided
crucial information on this program allowing us   fund many new water and waste water
infrastructure projects along the border.  I   introduced an amendment yesterday to restore $25
million in funding to NADBank   because of Congressman Rodriguez's leadership on behalf of
this   program.&quot;  

  

  NADBank Managing   Director, Jorge C. Garcés: &quot;This   sends a positive message
about the importance of this program.  NADBank's Border   Environment Infrastructure Fund is
a vital tool in making water and wastewater   projects affordable for communities in the
U.S.-Mexico border region.  We will   continue working to ensure that these funds are
administered and disbursed   effectively and efficiently for the benefit of border
communities.&quot;  

  

  BECC General Manager, Daniel Chacon: &quot;The BECC appreciates the extraordinary
efforts of Congressman Rodriguez   and his fellow distinguished members of the Border Caucus
to increase funding   available to communities through the Project Development Assistance
Program   (PDAP) and Border Environment Infrastructure Fund (BEIF) for critical drinking  
water and wastewater infrastructure.  The budget increase demonstrates the   commitment of
the US Congress to improving the quality of life along the   US-Mexico Border.  We look forward
to facilitating the advancement of these   critical infrastructure investments.&quot;  

  

  The $25 million in Federal funds will be   administered through North American Development
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Bank (NADBank) and the Border   Environmental Cooperative Commission (BECC), based in
San Antonio and El Paso,   respectively.  NADBank provides financial assistance to public and
private   entities involved in developing environmental infrastructure projects in the   border
region to promote health and environmental benefits for residents in the   region.  Key funding
priorities include potable water supply, wastewater   treatment, and municipal solid waste
management.  NADBank works interdependently   with BECC, who verifies technical feasibility
and environmental integrity of   proposed projects to be funded by NADBank.  The funds
passed in today's Interior   appropriations bill for the EPA's U.S. Mexico Border Environmental
Program: Border 2012   is a partnership among   federal, state and local, governments in the
United States and Mexico, and U.S.   border tribes to protect the environment and public health
in the US-Mexico   border region.   

  

  Current NADBank-BECC projects in Texas's   District 23:  

     
    -   Water and Wastewater Regional System Improvements, and Water Conservation
Improvements, City of Eagle Pass 

   Water Treatment    Plant & Improvements to the Distribution    System, and Landfill
Compactor, City of Del Rio 

   Sanderson Sewer    System, City of Sanderson 
   Construction of the Wastewater System for El Paso County    Tornillo Water Improvement

District (EPCTWID),    City of Tornillo   

     
    -   Municipal Solid Waste Landfill    Expansion, City of Uvalde 

   Marathon Wastewater    Infrastructure Project, City of Marathon      

  

  Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez is a Member   of the House Appropriations Committee.  

  

  # # #  
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